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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



The drawings were received on 3/19/2004. These drawings are acceptable. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 36-39, 47-50, and 52 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Anderson US 6,657,667. 

Re claim 36, Anderson discloses in figure 1 a digital camera (110) capable of 
taking an image. The camera (110) takes an image and associates an image taking ID 
(tag) with it (fig. 7A; col. 7, lines 43-52). The digital camera (110) also includes storage 
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means (memory 346) for storing the image taking ID (tag) and the image (fig. 7A, step 
562; col. 7, lines 56-60). When the images are tagged and stored the panes of the 
composite image are displayed and it is determined which image panes have 
corresponding captured images (col. 7, lines 62-67). If the current pane has already 
been captured in step (574) the user is asked if the previously captured image should 
be overwritten. If the user answers yes, the image is overwritten (col. 8, lines 11-16). 
Therefore, a previously taken image is set to be outputted externally when the image 
has the same image taking ID (tag) as the image taking ID (tag) in the storage means. 

Re claim 37, the captured images are displayed on an LCD (402) (col. 7, lines 
62-67). Therefore, the taken image with the same image taking ID (tag) is displayed. 

Re claim 38, the panes of the composite image format are displayed on the LCD 
(402) with an icon or number in the panes that have been captured (col. 7, lines 63-67). 
Furthermore, if the current pane has already been captured the user has the option of 
outputting that image externally by overwriting it (col. 8, lines 11-16). However, the 
image is only outputted externally if the user indicates that it should be overwritten. 
Therefore, since the display means displays an icon for the image panes that 
corresponding captured images and not all of these images are overwritten it can be 
seen that the display means (402) displays an identification mark (icon) for an image 
other than the image to be outputted externally. 
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Re claim 39, the image taking ID (tag) includes an image taking conditions (order 
of image capture, image overlap, lens field of view) (col. 7, lines 43-52). 

Re claim 47, see claim 36. 

Re claim 48, see claim 37. 

Re claim 49, see claim 38. 

Re claim 50, see claim 39. 

Re claim 52, Anderson discloses a non-volatile memory (350) that stores a set of 
computer-readable program instructions to control the operation of a camera (110) (col. 
4, lines 24-37). For the rest of claim 52, see claim 36. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 29-30, 33-35, 40-41, 44-46, and 51 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Taguchi et al. US 5,807,256 in view of Strawder US 
6,282,513. 
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Re claim 29, Taguchi discloses in figure 1 a Picture Archiving Communication 
System (PACS) containing a medical information processing system (col. 12, lines 7- 
18). The system includes image acquisition apparatuses (2a, 2b) for taking images, a 
database (3) for storing images acquired by the image acquisition devices (2a, 2b), and 
workstations (4A, 4B) (col. 12, lines 18-24). Each workstation (4A, 4B) includes an 
image display (fig. 2: 4i) to display an image taken by the image acquisition devices 
(col. 17, lines 4-9; col. 19, line 40 - col. 20, line 13). Although Taguchi discloses all of 
the above limitations, he fails to include selection means for selecting an image as an 
object for re-taking from among the images displayed, and he also fails to includes re- 
taking instruction means for instructing the image taking means to re-take an image 
corresponding to the image selected by the selection means. 

Strawder discloses in figure 1 an x-ray machine (10) connected to a computer 
(60). Using the x-ray machine (10) a technologist takes a series of five images (col. 1 1 , 
line 1 - col. 12, line 9). After all of the images are taken the technologist develops the 
series of x-rays (col. 12, lines 9-10). The technologist then reviews the pictures and 
determines that the lateral or fourth view must be retaken (col. 12, lines 10-13). A 
manual selection means is provided for selecting an object for re-taking from among the 
already taken images displayed. The technologist then repositions the body part (90) 
and re-takes the lateral view image (col. 12, lines 13-20). A manual re-taking instruction 
means is provided for instructing the image taking means to re-take and an image 
corresponding to the image selected by the selecting means. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include selection 
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means for selecting an object for re-taking and re-taking instruction means for 
instructing the image taking means to re-take an image corresponding to the image 
selected by the selection means as taught in Strawder in the Picture Archiving 
Communication System disclosed by Taguchi. Doing so would provide a means for 
reviewing taken x-ray images and instructing re-taking of any images that are not 
acceptable (Strawder: col. 12, lines 9-15). 

Re claim 30, Strawder discloses in figure 1 an x-ray machine (10) connected to a 
computer (60). Using the x-ray machine (1 0) a technologist takes a series of five 
images (col. 1 1 , line 1 - col. 1 2, line 9). After all of the images are taken the 
technologist develops the series of x-rays (col. 12, lines 9-10). The technologist then 
reviews the pictures and determines that the lateral or fourth view must be retaken (col. 
12, lines 10-13). A manual selection means is provided for selecting an object for re- 
taking from among the already taken images displayed. The technologist then 
repositions the body part (90) and re-takes the lateral view image (col. 12, lines 13-20). 
A manual re-taking instruction means is provided for instructing the image taking means 
to re-take and an image corresponding to the image selected by the selecting means. 
The x-rays are developed and reviewed by the technician (col. 12, lines 9-13). 
Therefore, when re-taking of an image is instructed the image of the object for re-taking 
(lateral or fourth exposure) and the re-taken image (lateral view again or sixth exposure) 
are displayed. 
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Re claim 33, Taguchi states that the images acquired by the image acquisition 
apparatus (2a) have additional information (image taking ID's) attached to them 
(Taguchi: table 9, col. 19, lines 13-67). In addition, Strawder states that image taking 
ID's (patient's name, name of view) are attached to each of the images taken manually 
(Strawder: col. 11, lines 1-16). 

Re claim 34, according to the Strawder reference, when re-taking is instructed by 
the technologist, the same image taking ID is attached to the re-taken image as the 
initial image (col. 11, lines 1-16, col. 12, lines 9-17). 

Re claim 35, according to the Strawder reference, the image taking ID includes 
the name of the inspected person and the image taking body part (Strawder: col. 11, 
lines 1-16). 

Re claim 40, see claim 29. 

Re claim 41, see claim 30. 

Re claim 44, see claim 33. 



Re claim 45, see claim 34. 
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Re claim 46, see claim 35. 

Re claim 51 , Taguchi discloses a system disk (fig. 2: 4b) that stores programs 
and reads out these programs when electric power is switched on to supply them to a 
system memory within the control memory (fig. 2: 4a). (See also col. 14, lines 51-54). 
For the rest of claim 51 , see claim 29. 



Claims 31-32, and 42-43 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Taguchi in view of Strawder in view of Kawamura et al. US 
6,522,354. 

Re claim 31 , Taguchi in view of Strawder discloses all of the limitations of claim 
30. However, Taguchi in view of Strawder fails to include an output image selection 
means for selecting an image to be outputted externally from among the images of the 
object for re-taking and the re-taken image when these images are displayed by the 
display control means. 

Kawamura discloses in figure 1 an electronic camera with a transfer means (4) 
capable of transferring images to external equipment (col. 3, lines 9-15). As shown in 
figure 2 when the camera (1 1) is set in transfer mode a microcomputer (15) retrieves 
images stored on the memory card (21) and produces thumbnail images to be displayed 
on a display (19) (col. 5, lines 19-40). The operator then selects via selection switches 
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(35,36,37) the images on the display (19) that are to be transferred (col. 5, lines 42-49). 
Thus, the camera (1 1) includes output image selection means for selecting an image to 
be outputted externally from among the images displayed by the display (19). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated 
to include the output image selection means for transferring images to external 
equipment as disclosed by Kawamura in the Picture Archiving Communication System 
capable of displaying original and re-taken images disclosed by Taguchi in view of 
Strawder. Doing so would provide a means for capturing and recording an image and 
transferring the image to external equipment (Kawamura: col. 1, lines 16-20). 

Re claim 32, Taguchi in view of Strawder discloses all of the limitations of claim 
29. However, Taguchi in view of Strawder fails to state that the display control means 
displays an identification mark for the image not selected by an output image selection 
means 

Kawamura discloses in figure 1 an electronic camera with a transfer means (4) 
capable of transferring images to external equipment (col. 3, lines 9-15). As shown in 
figure 2 when the camera (1 1 ) is set in transfer mode a microcomputer (15) retrieves 
images stored on the memory card (21) and produces thumbnail images to be displayed 
on a display (19) (col. 5, lines 19-40). The operator then selects via selection switches 
(35,36,37) the images on the display (19) that are to be transferred (col. 5, lines 42-49). 
Thus, the camera (11) includes output image selection means for selecting an image to 
be outputted externally from among the images displayed by the display (19). 
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Furthermore, the camera (1 1 ) displays a PC icon (52) or a telephone icon (51 ) in 
association with each item that has been transferred (col. 8, lines 1-5). Although these 
icons are attached to images that are selected by the output image selection means, it 
can also be seen that an identification mark (numbers 2 and 4) is displayed for the 
images not selected by the output image selection means. In figure 6, the images 
corresponding to the numbers 2 and 4 are not selected by the output selection means 
but they do have identification marks (2,4). Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include the output image selection 
means for transferring images to external equipment as disclosed by Kawamura in the 
Picture Archiving Communication System capable of displaying original and re-taken 
images disclosed by Taguchi in view of Strawder. Doing so would provide a means for 
capturing and recording an image and transferring the image to external equipment 
(Kawamura: col. 1, lines 16-20). In addition it would provide a means for determining 
which images have been transferred (col. 2, lines 1-9). 

Re claim 42, see claim 31 . 

Re claim 43, see claim 32. 



Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Takasawa (US 6,501,827) discloses an examination system, image processing 
apparatus and method, medium, and x-ray photographic system. 

Nakaya (US 5,440,607) discloses an image recording/reproducing apparatus. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8659. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number 
for submitting all Official communications is 703-872-9306. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at 703-746-3059. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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